
Class: 011-01/20-02/014 

Reg.no.: 580-12/120-21-004 

Date: 7 January 2021 

 

Case: Ministry of the Sea, Transport and Infrastructure   

 

• Proposed Draft Act on the Amendments to the Road Transport Act  
 

Type of decision: Opinion 

Type of case: Competition 

 

Case summary:  

In line with Article 25 paragraph 3 of the Competition Act the Croatian Competition Agency 

(CCA) is also empowered to issue expert opinions promoting competition culture, enhancing 

advocacy and raising awareness of competition law and policy to the central and local public 

administration authorities.  

In that sense, on 10 December 2020 the CCA issued its opinion regarding the adoption of the 

proposed Draft Act on the Amendments to the Road Transport Act relating to the compliance 

with competition rules of certain provisions thereof, particularly with respect to: 1) the 

application the provision under Article 33 paragraph 7 of the Road Transport Act, OG 41/18 

and 98/19 protecting the grandfather rights of the carriers that provided transport services 

based on the permits or concessions on the day of the entry into force of this Act, and 2) the 

award proceeding preceding the conclusion of the agreement on the provision of transport 

services.  

In its opinion the CCA pointed out that it is essential for the basic principles of competition 

law to be complied with in any proceeding, by applying non-discriminatory criteria both to 

existing and new providers of the service concerned.   

In the explanation of its opinion the CCA elaborated that it is necessary to acknowledge the 

grandfathering protection of the rights enjoyed by the operators that provided the service 

concerned on the day of entry into force of this Act in the sense of the transitional provisions 

of Article 118 of the Act and the  Regulation (EC) No 1370/2007 of the European Parliament 

and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on public passenger transport services by rail and by 

road and repealing Council Regulations (EEC) Nos 1191/69 and 1107/70, and to ensure market 

entry to all undertakings under non-discriminatory conditions.  

In other words, both the contract pre-award process and the contracting regarding the 

provision of the service concerned should be carried out by respecting the basic principles of 

competition law and applying non-discriminatory conditions for existing and new service 



providers. Within the meaning of the transitional provisions, in other words, after the expiry 

of the transitory period, it is the standing of the CCA that all undertakings should be treated 

equally when entering the market concerned.  

 


